
Pediatric Near-Drowning

Transport ASAP and
Contact med control

ABCs
Field primary survey
Known submersion

Cold water (<20oC)
with asystole??

No resus. if meets
local scene death
criteria, if defined

Asystole?
Apnea? Go to ALS/hypothermia algorithms prn

Submersion time
> 30 min,??

Full resuscitation until body
temp. increrases unless
prolonged submersion

YES

NO

YESYES

ABCs
Assess LOC

C-spine precautions prn

NO

Altered LOC
Resp. effort

Palpable pulse

Conscious
Spon. respirations

Palpable pulse

NO

Unconscious
No pulse
Apnea

100% oxygen
Monitor; pulse oximeter

IV access prn

Secure airway
100% O2

BVM/ETT prn
Monitor; pulse oximeter

IV NS or LR KVO

Secure airway; 100% O2
CPR/ETT (or BVM)

Pulse oximeter
IV NS or LR, consider 20 cc/kg

Support ABCs
Advance tx prn

See approp. ALS or respiratory
algorithm prn

See shock algorithm prn

Remove wet clothing; keep warm!
See hypothermia algorithm prn

Move to ALS/resp.
algorithm if pt. worsens


